
This is the testimony of Mutesa, a survivor of the Rwandan genocide�

0\� IDWKHU��PRWKHU�DQG�HOGHU�EURWKHU�ZHUH�NLOOHG� LQ�HDUO\�0D\��:KHQ� WKH  interahamwe�

EHJDQ�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�7XWVLV�ZH�PDGH�D�FRQVFLRXV�GHFLVLRQ�WR�VHSDUDWH�LQ�FDVH�VRPH�RI�

XV� VXUYLYHG�� 0\� PRWKHU� ZDQWHG� XV� WR� VWLFN� WRJHWKHU�� EXW� WKHUH� ZDV� QR� WLPH� IRU�

GLVFXVVLRQV��:H�OHIW�RXU�KRXVH�LQ�.LPLURQNR�RQ� WKH�PRUQLQJ�RI���WK�$SULO������� ,�ZDV�

RQO\���\HDUV�ROG��0\�ROGHU�EURWKHU�VDLG�KH�ZRXOG�ORRN�DIWHU�PH��0\�OLWWOH�EURWKHU�DJHG����

P\�VLVWHU�DJHG�����DQG�P\�PRWKHU�OHIW�WRJHWKHU��0\�IDWKHU�OHIW�ZLWK�P\���\HDU�ROG�VLVWHU��

2QO\�IRXU�RI�XV�VXUYLYHG��,�VDZ�P\�EURWKHU�DQG�DOO�WKH�PHQ�UXQQLQJ�ZLWK�XV�EHDWHQ�DQG�

KDFNHG�WR�GHDWK��/DWHU�,�IRXQG�RXW�P\�WZR�VLVWHUV�DQG�OLWWOH�EURWKHU�KDG�VXUYLYHG��:H�GR�

QRW�WDON�DERXW�RXU�H[SHULHQFHV��:H�WU\�WR�VWLFN�XS�IRU�HDFK�RWKHU�EHFDXVH�ZH�GRQ
W�KDYH�

DQ\�RQH�HOVH�WR�FDUH�IRU�XV��/LIH�LV�KDUG��EXW�ZH�FDUU\�RQ��7KHUH�LV�QR�RWKHU�ZD\� 

Today’s Reading of the Testimonies marks the 15 th Anniversary of the Rwandan 
genocide, in support of survivors like Mutesa.


